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A group of pilgrims bound for Canterbury Cathedral agree to pass the weary miles by taking
turns at storytelling. The travelers ― noble, coarse, jolly, and pious ― offer a vibrant portrait of
fourteenth-century English life. Their narratives form English literature's greatest collection of
chivalric romances, bawdy tales, fables, legends, and other stories.The Canterbury Tales
reflects a society in transition, as a middle class began to emerge from England's feudal system.
Craftsmen and laborers ride side by side with the gentry on the road to the shrine of St. Thomas
à Becket, and their discussions and arguments about ethical issues mirror their changing world.
The pilgrims' conversations and stories also reveal their individual personalities, and Chaucer's
vivid, realistic characterizations assured the Tales an instant and enduring success. Each
pilgrim's story can be read separately and appreciated in its own right; all appear here in a lucid
translation into modern English verse by J. U. Nicolson.

From the Back CoverA group of pilgrims bound for Canterbury Cathedral agree to pass the
weary miles by taking turns at storytelling. The travelers―noble, coarse, jolly, and pious―offer a
vibrant portrait of fourteenth-century English life. Their narratives form English literature's
greatest collection of chivalric romances, bawdy tales, fables, legends, and other stories.The
Canterbury Tales reflects a society in transition, as a middle class began to emerge from
England's feudal system. Craftsmen and laborers ride side by side with the gentry on the road to
the shrine of St. Thomas à Becket, and their discussions and arguments about ethical issues
mirror their changing world. The pilgrims' conversations and stories also reveal their individual
personalities, and Chaucer's vivid, realistic characterizations assured the Tales an instant and
enduring success. Each pilgrim's story can be read separately and appreciated in its own right;
all appear here in a lucid translation into modern English verse by J. U. Nicolson.Dover (2015)
republication of the modern English verse translation by J. U. Nicolson, originally published in
1934.See every Dover book in print atwww.doverpublications.comAbout the AuthorGeoffrey
Chaucer (1343–1400) is widely considered the greatest English poet of the Middle Ages. His
greatest work stands as The Canterbury Tales.
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The Canterbury Tales (original-spelling Middle English edition) (Penguin Classics) Canterbury
Tales Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Dover Books on Literature & Drama) Romeo and Juliet
(Folger Shakespeare Library)



Denise Holt, “Classic. Easier to put down tham it was in high school.  I had a deadline then.”

Jeff Lacy, “From student to adulthood. I read The Canterbury Tales, like so many, in mandatory
college world literature. Now, well removed as an undergraduate I have reread it again, the
Nicholson translation, that was clear and contemporary. I also enjoyed used the corresponding
Audible that included entertaining performances lending texture and added appreciation of the
Tales. (I wish I had Audible back in 1980.) So, one more classic I can mark off my list.”

Penang1970, “Excellent, highly readable translation into modern poetry. Excellent, highly
readable translation into modern poetry. Aside from the quality of the tranlation and the
wonderful period illustrations, the paper is heavy stock meant for a lifetime of re-reading. I'm very
pleased to own this edition.”

Theresa Weeks, “On time great condition. Book arrived on tie in great condition”

Matthew E. Cavanaugh, “For the record. I want to correct an earlier reviewer.Chaucer wrote "The
Canterbury Tales" in Middle English, not Old English. The King James Bible is written in Modern
English.Thanks as always to Dover for publishing this inexpensive and unabridged version (yes,
in Modern English) of Chaucer's Tales.  Unabridged versions have been hard to find at any price.”

ChiSquare, “Five Stars. A very enjoyable read. Here is the audible book version:http://
www.audible.com/pd/Classics/The-Canterbury-Tales-Blackstone-Audiobook/B002V5IZHW”

Ebook Library Reader, “Great accompaniment to the Audible audiobook. This 1935 translation
into modern English of Chaucer's 'Canterbury Tales' by J.U Nicholson is not only superior to the
60s translation by Neville Coghill, in its faithfulness to Chaucer's poetry and language, but is also
the version used in the Audible recording. Reading this version of the translation and listening to
the Tales as read on the Audible audiobook at the same time is a very useful way to familiarize
yourself with the work and can make it even more enjoyable. On a slightly negative note there is
little in the way of introduction; glossary or other supporting material but as this is available
online elsewhere this is only a small drawback.”

Historian, “A book to grace any book shelf.. This a truly splendid book and arrived in mint
condition. The content is so comprehensive and easy to follow and having studied Chaucer I am
unable to find any real faults. Profusely illustrated the pictures from Books of Hours and medieval
manuscripts complement the text and adds to the readability. A beautiful book to posess.”

Greeno, “Nice Edition. I needed a quick and easy way of accessing these classic tales, this is a



nicely illustrated and easy to understand book.”

Thays, “Bom. Não gostei muito porque não era a edição que eu queria (a da foto). Mas valeu
porque o livro é maravilho e o preço também!”

The book by Geoffrey Chaucer has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 42 people have provided feedback.



Language: English
Paperback: 544 pages
Item Weight: 13.9 ounces
Dimensions: 5 x 1.25 x 8 inches
Hardcover: 384 pages
Bonded Leather: 3296 pages
Reading age: 14 years and up
Grade level: 9 - 12
Lexile measure: 590L
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